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A Bottle
Of...

| Bernardo Soares

Marina woke up, or at least attempted to open his extremely
heavy eyelids. Perhaps it was the terrible alcohol yesterday, or
the tears he promised to shed when meeting the old friends,
which made his eyelids not different from a remarkable
dune suddenly appearing in the desert. The muscles that
were previously attached to his joint, now felt swollen as the
precious balloon dog of Jeff Koons, but much more lumpish
and awkward. Such discomfort ignited Marina's anger about
his first name (a dissatisfaction that had already lasted for
his twenty years of life). He could not bear the attention or
curiosity brought by this unreasonably effeminate name,
nor could he bear the execrable consequence of proving his
manliness, proving the existence of masculine “Marina” |
which, at this time, was drinking two bottles of brandy and
becoming a balloon dog.

But eyes or muscles crushed by road rollers were not important
for our poor Marina. Honestly, his most urgent emergency was his
throat. Burned by drinking brandy and ripped by singing rock and
roll last night (Marina could never understand why his friends enjoy
hearing the noise of scrap metals), his dear throat was like a pair of
sunglasses that were accidentally dropped on the Hawaiian beach in
August and crushed by a road roller that accidentally exited highway.

He could tell from his beach-roller throat that he really needed
a bottle of water, so he put all of his effort, his strengths,
endurance, and manliness by the way, into opening his
plump eyelids—to see whether the Marina of yesterday was
clever enough to maintain the habit of throwing a bottle of
water upon the nightstand, a ritual that Marina’ s grandma
demanded of him every night in his childhood.



She never told him the
reason. Or she did not
need to, sometimes
Marina would consider,
since she had already
been strange enough to
name him Marina. He

cylinder started dancing! In Marina” s pop-out
eyes, it sprightly rotated, and one leg emerged
on its body, kicking down the clock, lamp, and
shirts that he had carefully arranged on this
small nightstand. Now the stage was clean,
and thus our bottle could offer a more violent
rotation that even drove a little hurricane in
Marina’ s bedroom. During this calamity, other
changes took place. The nightstand was longer
and beame a counter; the lamp on the ground
rose and turned to the chandelier, and it nimbly
caught his clothes flying because of the wind.
His Adidas or Nike in the next second stood up,
shrank, and became candles on the chandelier.

Marina’ s bed started moving, too. It jumped
and narrowed down, frenetically shaking Marina
to the ground. But our poor Marina did not hear
the bang or felt the pain that should be created
when he hit the floor; instead, he was rebounded

] by something---like a balloon? Marina fearfully
Clearly rememberec hOW9 looked down, but he could only see the final

disappearance of his toe, merging into his

Whenever in hiS Chi dhOOd ballooning other parts. He knAevv, he was a real

balloon dog of Jeff Koons right now. In that
second, at least, Marina was glad that this gas

When he aSked hiS grandma filled in his body protected him and that he was

the purpose of giving a
boy this name, she just
blatantly told him not to

the most expensive orange color in the auction.
The next second, he sadly realized he just said
farewell to his muscles proving his manliness,
and, most importantly, he still suffered from
extreme stabbing pain in his throat!

But there was no time for Marina to bow his
head and indulge in his emotion. He heard a
loud shouting. He rapidly raised his head. He
was greeted by a bull! A real brown bull stood

Spend time ConSidering a beside the counter, in a well-cut suit with two

ties tightly clinging to its horns each side! In this
formal costume, we saw its confused eyes, angry

reason. ReaSOn might not mouth, and a defensive pose protecting the

exist, since its existence
also required a reason
waiting for explanation
she giggled.

Anyway, right now, our Marina had no time to think about
his unreasonable grandma or his name. He needed the
bottle, which he managed to identify through the small
gap between his eyelids and stretched his arm towards.
Almost all his attention was concentrated and tapered to his
fingertip, pursuing that bottle. Then, this tricky plastic

N

rotative bottle. Though Marina could not discern
any reason or logic behind this grandeur change
of his bedroom or the origin of this horrific beast,
he knew that the great rotation was created by
this bull to prevent him from getting the water.

Yet Marina stretched out his hand and attempted
to catch the bottle again, since the pain of his
tearing throat surpassed his fear of this giant
bull, which directly pressed his hand on the
counter.

The Bull rumbled, “Hey balloon dog, | thought
you were familiar with the rules, but it seems not! You
can’ ttouch oruse any items in my shop without paying!”

“l'am sorry that I don” t have any money to pay for you.”
Marina begged, “But | need to drink! Otherwise, | will die of
my thirst.”
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“Well, who told you we value that stupid green paper?” The
Bull frowned—all its face twisted together, as if a towel just
wrung out, which Marina promised was the grisliest expression
he had seen and undoubtedly threatened him to move away.
He cried and shifted left, before getting an extremely strange
feeling on his back, like something fleeing from his body.

“Ouch” Marina realized he was punched by a stick attached
to a broad. Yet he did not finish his words, since the Bull scared
him again by feverishly rushing towards him and picking up
the broad.

“Don’ tyou see? The Store of Reason!” The Bull excitedly
looked at Marina, cared little about its leaky consumer, and
continued, “Anything you want to buy in our shop requires
you to exchange with reason, my balloon dog.”

Marina, who had just covered his back with one hand and
successfully stopped himself from becoming deflating plastic,
said in a breathless and raucous voice. “l got it. It will be easy.
| can give you three bottles of water when | get home, and |
can even serve in your shop for several weeks without salary,
only for a bottle of water in your hand. A really reasonable
transaction, right?”

“Oh, my balloon dog. Why do you think in this way? Why
would | more instead of less? Why would | crave for free
labor? It does not make sense at all” The Bull frowned again.
Though shocked by such unexpected response (probably
more by this repeated strange expression), Marina said, “Then
you can offer me wage, if this is what you regard as reason”

“Actually, there is no reason that working should be related
to a wage or other returns in any forms. | mean, work is work.
You can be happy or sad while working, and this is what you
gain---” The Bull lowered its voice to educate its insolent
customer.

The face of Marina was twitching, maybe caused by his
annoyance with such blatant sophistry or the soreness of
keeping his hands on his hip prevent air from escaping. He
did not give up, though, “l am deadly thirsty, and you don’ t
need that water. Giving me some is reasonable kindness.”

But this definitely did not move our Bull, which continued its
chattering  “Oh, my balloon dog:--” Marina was truly irritated
this time. He did not wait for the Bull to finish before shouting
in hysteria, “You are such an illogical, selfish, bulky Bull
which never wants to give me the bottle at alll And my nameis
Marina, not ‘balloon dog’ !”

“Oh, Marina! You are named Marina! This is the only
reasonable thing | hear this morning! Please accept this
bottle of water!” The Bull bowed and handed over the bottle
dramatically, making itself an ecstatic  “F” . Marina’ s brain
had already been exhausted from pondering the reason, and
what he could only was opening this bottle and gulping down
the water. He did not know how much time he was in this
ridiculous position, with one hand tightly covering his back
and another grabbing on the bottle. He just kept it, until water

saturated all fissures of his throat, lightened his limb, and
expanded his belly. And until Marina” s mind could function
normally and could not control the doubts about  “reason”
in this place.

“So why is my intolerably feminine name is reasonable for a
male... dog?” Marina asked tentatively, and he witnessed the
ecstatic “F” suddenly turned to irritated  “I”  because of his
words. “Are you questioning the logic, the intelligence, the
reason of our store?”  The Bull straightened itself and roared
offensively.

However, without a second for Marina to appease the Bull,
a strange storm appeared in the center of the room, again.
Marina was still wise enough to hasten to stagger forward, to
grab the counter in his right while not forgetting to free a hand
to cover his back (tired, ridiculous, but lifesaving!) The wind
was attacking everything it could see. All of the furniture in this
house was unable to tolerate the wind” s plaintive howl and
ran away to the other corners, except that counter, staunchly
guarding its little place and Marina behind. Because of this
powerful wind, our tame curtains beside the windows were
now cages confining the
most terrible beasts in
the world, which were
mauling frenetically
against their restrictions
with noise “Pow! Pow!
Pow!”

During the third Pow,
Marina felt a mysterious
impulse that drove his
head up—thankfully, the
angry Bull disappeared.
But he saw a new
member, a pig, walking out of the curtains and proceeding
rapidly towards him, in spite of the insane wind. In his next
blink, however, Marina was confronted by the pig. At the
same moment, the wind stopped. The room returned ghostly
serenity, leaving a balloon dog and a pig who looked at each
other embarrassedly. “Alas, bad weather! Alas:--Do you need
the medicine that can reshape your appearance? Tina tells
me someone might need this stuff here” The Pig began first
and slowly readjusted its suit (which was the worst suit Marina
had ever seen, with its purple, yellow color.) “Who is Tina?”
Marina was amused by the Pig’ s melancholy expression and
its contrastingly ridiculous vibrant clothes. “Ouch!” Then
our poor Marina was hit by the Pig on his back and could no
longer maintain his smile. “The Bull,” the Pig sadly shrugged
when noticing Marina’ s staring full of complaints, “I just
helped you block your hole, with a cute patch anyway.”
It signed, “please don’ t hate me, sir. | am forced to be
here, to bring you this magic reshaping medicine now. And
don’ t hate me since | might require you to give me reason
in exchange as well.” Its wrinkles, eyes, and mouth gradually
went downward, and by the time it finished its last sentence,
you could even say that its face resembled wet cement which
could not bear gravity. “Just give me a reasonable description
of your feeling when | hit you.”




Marina immediately responded with  “pain.” The Pig raised
his gloomy eyes and retreated a bit. “No, how you come up
with such facetious word! Here, we call this - “Comfort,
right!” Marina excitedly ran from the counter and followed the
Pig, waiting to receive his merits. Nonetheless, the Pig moved
even farther away from him. Its pinkish face paled in fear, “Oh
sir, don’ t repeat this word again. It reminds me too much
of unpleasant things!” Marina felt a terrible guilt swarming
in his heart, whereas he remembered his more urgent task of
regaining his muscles, his height, and his manliness. He quickly
got close to the Pig and said, “Warm? Peaceful? Horrible?
Sticky? Smooth---” He exerted almost every part of his brain
to pour out adjective he had known, but the Pig only ran
around in the room, seeming to try to get rid of the memory
evoked by these words: it ran, teared in sorrow by one word,
and shouted fearfully by another. The Pig ran faster and faster,
hoping to find somewhere distant from Marina’ s evil voice.
Yet Marina followed the Pig, so closely that even the Pig put its
hands on its ear and still heard all of his words.

“The answer is  ‘the feeling when you are blown by the
wind and hit by a bottle of wine which had an opener on its
cork! ™ The Pig finally could not bear these Marina’ s cursing
anymore, throwing the medicine in the pocket towards him
and crying out, “I beg you to stop! Anything that comes from
your mouth is redolent of past anguish almost killing me! |
hope | never---”  Unfortunately, Marina could receive half or
only a quarter of Pig’ s long vyet fading complaints: he was
expanding. While bones, flesh, and skins spread rampantly
on his expensive balloon body, his legs rapidly extended. He
saw the ground saying farewells to him, and his head touched
the chandelier,
squeezing and
fragmenting the
ceiling!

Though the sun bllle S]qf!

was so bright that

Marina felt he was almost burning, but he knew, affirmatively,
that nothing should worry him right now. What he needed
to do is waiting, waiting for the advent of the last animal,
bringing him something else: maybe a potion of diminution,
the potential to control the weather (no storm anymore!),
or, most desirably, a portal to reality. By such reverie, Marina
eagerly opened his eyes widely and focused all his attention to
the faraway horizon. One second, two minutes, three hours:-
when Marina’ s eyelids became tired to kiss and leave each
other again and again, a familiar storm came. It was a bird with
wings wide enough to occupy the entire horizon, enough to
let Marina believe that all the storms, even that rotating bottle,
were motivated by these powerful wings.

The Bird landed on the shoulder of Marina, who was amazed
by its perfect, Michelangelo-style muscles twisting and covered
by its feather. But Marina’ s awe quickly dissipated when
the Bird opened its long and formidable beak. “Give me a
reasonable explanation for why this world exists, and | will
bring you to the world you want,” it said in the voice of an
old woman. “Knotty one,” thought Marina, but he did grasp
every second to answer. “For promoting reason!”  “This

He was greeted by the

world is my nightmare!”  “It comes from my fear and
imagination!”  “It helps people think critically. Help me more
rely on logic!” He yelled out and attempted to squeeze his
double chin to see the Bird” s face or its confirmation. Yet
nothing appeared. So he continued, following the reason that
he considered from this world. “It is created to let animals
have fun, to protect the bottle of water, to announce the power
of wind, to remind us to take off openers---” His rapid words
and frenetic craving for reality caused his face and neck to
become crimson. His enthusiasm was, however, quenched by
the Bird” s calm response.

“Strange, strange Marina, strange humans.” It was
approaching Marina’ s neck. “Whenever | feel you
understand us. Yet what you do is following, repeating, but
never questioning.” It raised its toothless voice, “you, the
humans, blatantly endow meaning to every word! Giving that
thin green paper value and capability for transaction. Giving

‘Marina’ femininity. Giving ‘pain’ the feeling of hitting, of
piercing!” Now, Marina could feel its beak on his neck, afraid
that its next complaints would totally damage his hearing.

But his anticipation proved wrong, since his next feeling was
not the ache from his eardrum but from his neck, and his
throat! This wicked old Bird impaled him with its sharp beak!
Marina almost lost his consciousness. The cloud, the sun,
and the sky all disappeared. What remained for Marina was
the piercing ache in his throat again, and a terrible white,
and the Bird” s angry voice - “But never question. Only
accept. Accept and adapt to these meaning! Your reason is
merely the accumulation of approved thoughts and the long-
held believes, yet you deem this as the reason
applicable to every world! And never question!”

And the white disappeared. He gradually saw his
tiny nightstand, with orderly shirts and clocks on
it.

Marina woke up.

He felt a terrible stabbing pain in his throat. However, the
bottle on his nightstand was empty. Considering there is little
possibility for a drunk Marina from yesterday to remember boil
the water, kettle was also empty. So, Marina had no choice
but to stagger towards the store under his apartment, with his
emptied mind and messy clothes.

Marina went into that familiar The Store of Risa where he
always purchased cigarettes or beers. But this time, he only
needed a bottle of water, so he asked Risa for it. Annoyingly,
when Marina stretched his hands to catch that bottle and
ended the great torture in his throat, he discovered nothing
in his pocket. Yet Marina knew how to solve this situation
reasonably.

He shouted, “Myname is Marina!”
Risa frowned with great confusion but still politely replied,

“Well Marina, this bottle of wateris $2.”
“My name is Marina!” Marina angrily said. “Who will value




?é?

that stupid green paper.” He leaned forward and attempted
to whisper to Risa, who was now scared and ran into the
corner of the counter. “What do you want to do!” She
criticized Marina with his lighty manners. Yet Marina seemed
to realize little. All his body almost bent over the counter,
and his mouth muttered, “My name is Marina. My name is
Marina---” Seeing this, Risa trembled all over and handed
the bottle to Marina, “Just take the bottle, and get away
from my store. | don” t need you to pay now!” Marina raised
his voice, “Itis too unreasonable to accept this bottle when
you did not accept my name! Did not know anything about
the reason! Take it back!”

His shrill voice and drastic pose frightened the consumers
nearby and attracted passerby almost enclosing the store,
some of whom had already called the police or discussed
to go forward and save the girl inside. But Marina cared little
about the crowd. He deeply knew his next step—he went for
Risa and heavily slapped her shoulders with hands, rumbling,

“What” s your feeling Risal | am sorry to treat you like this,
but you need to know the reason---” A strong, red-hair man
went for Marina, stopping his next motion by directly rising
him into the airl Marina struggled intensively, yet the man
possessed much more manliness than his, thus seized his
hands tightly, and made him incapable of moving. Seeing
little possibility for Marina to revolt, Risa rapidly tidied up her
clothes and felt the piercing pain from her shoulder. “Ouch!
You this scoundrel, bastard! You are not different from
animals, ignoring laws and lacking intelligence!” She cried.
Marina twisted hard in the air and roared with amusement,

“Thank you Risa, for praising me like this! But you really
need to question, question your logic, your reason! | am not
bringing the new reason for you to accept but to question!”
Marina used all his strengths against the red-hair man
grabbing him, finally able to turn his head to find out whether
Risa understand him or not. Yet this hateful man proceeded
too fast, and Marina could only see a myriad of heads and the
glaring light of police car.

Marina was rebellious, at least, since even the last second,
he still tried to hit someone’ s shoulders, backs, or neck,
telling this world what the reason should be like. But poor he,
unable to resist the needle of tranquilizer, finally closed his
eyes, peacefully lying in the car. No one knew where Marina
travelled to under his close eyelids, but his expression always
changed dramatically. Whereas each time the police around
him had drawn out another dose to appease him, what our
Marina did was only murmuring, “Unreasonable reason.
Reasonable reason---”

Sometimes he seemed to sleepvvalk stretching his hand
towards the air and shouted, “Give me that bottle!”
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Difference Between Race and Ethnicity
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Race: Race is the social category created throughout history
through unequal power dynamics where one social group has
more social, financial, or institutional power than another. The
concept of race is shaped by history through oppression, slavery,
colonialism, and conquest. People tried to justify race with
biological qualities like skin color or intellectual capacity, but

these judgments have little scientific base.
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Ethnicity: Ethnicity indicates groups that share a common
identity-based ancestry, language, and culture. Since one’ s
ethnicity allows for the identification to culture, it brings a sense
of belonging. It is a geological concept that eventually prompted
the rise of nation and states. Examples of ethnicity include
Chinese, Mexican, or American.
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different because of overlapping oppressions.
FEZNEFPAANENEE, BTFEE2HEE, §7A
WL HE=BFT A E,

EREEUBNENTEAEES

BE2FA, WIFBSEEANEINNEZNRE RN LS WE=E A (Asian Americans) M Yellow Peril “&3®” (K
ERAL M, BEIMRLVEIXTFRALMEHEENIRE, BN FE s B AR EM) E Model Minority &35 /b
FERBERALZMENEIL, RASEERNGEEITAE HEEEE, MIEHENS, FTEIEECENEETF,
L, FAIREERERR, WHMNEF, TENSR Rz BE— PRI R, A2, IBEEEANTEARRE
EACI RIS — NS —EEN KENEEAN . “RE
EER AT EBEEENEEREN I8, ~ Bh=m. L&
HXBABBOEBFERED T —RINFHEEN, HELE Tl FEN T EEERER Model Minority 155/ D 8 &
TEERNRGE, EEFSAOTEEER. AH5MH0 P — B TmE MR RS INER L= R EE
fRES. LINHE L EEZIEC, FFEEARDSRIE NERFEE, BERASHRMETF L UEEEASHENLE
NH=MBEE X, XFEMAR-, MmEEs)nH, EEANMIKEE X, TERBARFETET N #Black Lives
Matter t=JERNARS, BMNRXERBNAEZFZIEmHI5E
B 3F Unequal City: Race, Schools, and Perceptions of R ANEEIR , RNREESEBSNHEHERRE,
Injustice - Carla Shedd EAPTZ NS A1 & R BIHER, .
BiRT BB RE TREsERE, mEaEs | @M @ man of substance, of flesh

REAMBRRRIATRS / MEEERESH. 2  and bone, fiber and [iquidg-and |
?D%E‘é%ﬁﬂ\ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁfﬁ%%ﬁ%%J\E’\J%%iﬂ; mAt mlght eve be said to pOSSess a mind.
HRABUNEAFIEANAEE, BB R G

th, EMFNASEERTENETHHSE, B
MR EsT E s S, mETE o ess e because people refuse to see me.’
TETESERENAENRLNART I #EF  (Ralph Ellison Invisible Man)

=, FILENEKERTIREBERTARE L SR

AR eEE. MALEERREREBERBEERAR AP B AR IRP 28 TR I BURR B ML A Z B W 4R T 5 TE A,
FEREBI MR, 255 XHEZ, ANIS—FIFEER HFER. SBERNTZEFER, M2 WILEELM
EMAAALK, BN AEKBIEMRRER Xd )i

BFFERNIRBERD, SEAFERERNSERERIFS IBRRITEAF MR (Race & Ethnicity) IEZ# VIR T XX
SEM D BEERE. RIABEIFE R B9,

80



81

@Winnie
FREEXFIRABFEES

2021 FIRPE, B EBEHRXLA:
CNMEDBRIEED o

(EFBHRF) , (ZRBUEW) , (FEEFsL)

SRIEWR (BB FE) | —BRERHXFHIE:

YRR TRESEOZEAEIY 0 TEES 0 FRIESH o BAILBRRE ~ 1RIveF 0 WIEXK ¥R
K LRIRZATR o G B IR DR~ TELWIERBDE + WEARLL T L 0@E T
5@ o i FIR TR T LWL BE A ke H A LT BB RZ LR o

¥

-
\

L~

JJL
/X

&

T

<20

A%

]

bR, BEBEEE. t gi
BEMEHETEF, L
BRI BAD I

} .‘_1.
.

vaJ 4
- *
ﬂig_
A }_;
S g #

EXRXE, BOOK BE
fE& T JUALAR & A9 2021

FEEPHDZ! A Ry

g LG i}-—""; o /
o ﬂ- L BT e " .- /

-
|

=
=

N D\ /

il Jade
NE: XML
HEflr / 0T R2U54R Jade

01

E—85, 1FETIeT =E
BREBRRES, BN
=P IRIBIREREF SIE
BHIINARS . HERH
EFRENEWH—THH I,
RS EEENEW S
o BATFELBHALHIAL
prRIERFRNET], 8
HIEMFINZE, 2iB#Z ]
XAHIR Ao

02

HE, (FEERIER
FAENNIZA IR, 7 AEiE
X 2L IEFEN I
BRERFEMAA, Nz
AR E—FT2TRNWAL
B, “RAN—RBELERN
SE AREWEFAFE
o

03

=8k, FESH—TR
FXMER, FATIEAX
HENEN. AXRZEHN
BURNTARMNFEELE
RBIZ M N HRR S,
BAFEBIEHFRE AZ
W)L, BEEXREE R
Ty AZB A,

04

SBIUEESY, 1FE BRI
CFEANHE =B, BN
HERAN T BYRETEE
FAMSINE, BILEMER
BEME—MSTES
A BUSHL <A AT,
i lizER™EAE? ME
EIENIERIES =P =P N 5 )
AT RIS % F PR py—
7, DUEEzBENES
5. BfEEER, HR
ZENBE. BN
MNHBEMEEHERA T -



@Jade
RENPNRENIEX

BAARRNDEEF L. 2 BENH! URIRA.

LT = el Falihe = monw. tanon dad
Fedre Dialosay cwnbe 2020 5
sariat lattes darvary Zne <
b= zoundd and the fure Jdarpgzcy Ak )
rarher i the ayn Brwipcy VAth
noase ot aven gazies ey Tath

o réco ard evn Jnawy Lied

Lhght o Algust dwbe Tzl 8
Duhkrers Teb T g
feamal Taer Fab 11
1884 Teb 24

XAPEEZHAAIREEM, BB REMXMNE
BRI . FREIERAE 20 £, REHRE
MEFHIEBFEINBBE AKX BHAER, &
BiIREFRBEK EXEHE) « IBETENES,
—REANREIRIFFTILES, W—EDEEERD
BUBtlalL. BRENXAPRIFERE, RE—ARIHHEE
MBEETE—NMED. 8—DAYLIRMIZBERIX
2EE, GEARER T —IHRIER. BTR
RANIIERI O, FEEUER! |

IRF F 8% Mm% & R AR (so original and
creative) o FA—> metaphor EEHEA—THLE: 8%
MO LUBSIE L. AR R FANETRITEFRL
Xk, BEIR—FIERBEMEMATET, RENIRE
FHRELIRIER, RETRUSRRNRIEE, 8
AFMEA—EDN, 8P ASHRNKEDE A —EFN,
BRILEE RN NS BILEIBH R, AN
THREE NN BEENER B MR, mBEtREI:
BoGMUE— R RENE, NFamE A
S, ‘ol

@TVHead
FEN, RAN, E&0

OB ANAtEERN LR

9 2001 Beb-
igiiﬁfR%> BB HFAET N
«z%» BEMRITHER, AT
P SR TRIRERER
P BRURT, RERNE
nn — RSB EIR AR
(RIS HER, MEBEX LR
(DREBZH) SR

(aBAGSEnLR) oo ERER
HEARREE B siE R — T
CEITD

AW T EET, £
RBEMEFERT -

ERNERNERNT, BERALRTIMRE, REKMER®R,

The Sound and The Fu

<<ugﬂﬂé'—53

BEW@RAXYT “BE)” « “REHLE" FEFBVANZHE: BEW
B—PAYERS “BYE” BT —FRVER: Benjy 2f5E0E (Mentally
disabled) BYA, TSERMBYEATRM, AR IIENITZE; Quentin
W ETEERTE (obsessed with time) , —BEEXEMAFIEAMPTE,
EENEFMEEINRKEERENTR; Jason §TREZRE. A
RBEA A LIEREX B ENAEE; Dilsey B2 BREFBHA, 1
ETEMKENREIR, TIETNERmin. AR,

EXER—ABERENE:

| give it to you wot that you may remember time, but that you might
forget if now and then for a moment and wot spend all your breath trying to
conquer it Because wo battle ts ever woun he said. They are ot even fought,
The field ouly reveals to man his own folly and despair, and victory (s an
illusion of philosophers and fools (61).

(BIREZ ZH)

KR T ANRIEEFZRIL FPIR BB, B “BOKIBRIEXBIE” ,
HERGSEBNNEENEEMAR, HFABERANSE, B5w2/E,
sl FEEA. BREEIRAERHAL. GRS “#iEeN
PHEBRAS. 7

TIEMNBPELEININRE, KAFETFRL. BRENEER
mEZE (RIZE) ER, ACBFRNFEERN “B%EM
EfLARM™R BINFHREERRAR IR BZBAIRES S AT
ZHET, EF—EXRE N TAELTNENSHENT RS, B
BAZBREHRIE: Blt, EZ2MMRBIXFERE T AR,

82



83

@Judy
B BEEHANSESOR

To The Lighthouse
by Virginia Woolf

55—

MAE—HET =R, 8—REHK Woolf IHRBIESHIR. BIRANEEMN— T ZAXPNRAEMEHESZESOR,
ML E— P BVREE BT RIBIREIE T U NOFIFBEIS — P ABIRE, FARIN—RBSATMERN B, WEm. W—1

AL NSERNHR,; M eBRBBEERE, FNINTBEEESTE, HESEL, £EH5C—ElIHRARRAET
—HEBNEIRER, —BRMOROZMEL, EFORLK, ERHINE, IWERNEMRRF: £opEy, T ORFPHNE

58,

She Said: Breaking the Sexual Harassment Story that

Helped Ignite a Movement
by Jodi Kantor & Megan Twohey

XARE T EMRROPBEIZILR T MUALNIRICE GRS
FREEMERNFENE (DEREEARIESES) , U
N2 E—EEREEELFNNS. XABRIIZHE TR
MEP LR LR BN ZERBENH], FlinzEE L
TRAOHE, AMLEmeE( TR AR e i EE R
2, B ERREMIRAGE, BRENRER
BT ARIEELS, BIRFEIMER R E( IHEILIE APIEIe
THEIRRMRIEX, B "REERTFIL” IBUARERINUF
H, BEEWNRABAAENEESE, XM EEZS KM
ORNERNHBIBHAE IR, TEULSHF,

@Sammy Conversations With God
ey 2021 /NHE

XABEBAHARED THILORR, SFHTAES —RES. W FRTREEAERCTIZER,
RELH Conversations With God ERERHNNTIRE—ANNEECALEREBENRANGE, LU
Conversations With God —MIEROEN, BARBELR, EXTEESES. £aitt. BESTH. ES5R.
The Selfish Gene FET, BB EETREFNANEF, ENRIMNEBERAEFEEHRT2HHBE.
Bullshit Jobs
Escape From Freedom X BN ZEHE*T the meaning of life BY— & 15! “The deepest secret is that life is not a
EFIPHEH process of discovery, but a process of creation. You are wot discovering yourself, but creating
K= yourself anew. Seek, therefore, ot to find out Who You Are, seek to determine Who You Want To
— MR RS B Be.”
(Eq:NEIE

MR B BARE DL ARRREIRTE, SIMARETH. WIEREENK, ARttt
FARHNENR, BEERMERNEREEERE VIR LB XABI]

@ES
BINEME RN E KRS FE?

Rue des Boutiques Obscures {FZ/57%T)

‘BRI E, —ABM. 7 EARENTIR
THEEETH—UIMAN, BEABRIEE

REXAPHNNERIHECHNS N, BEBAW, BEETHE], TRAE, Hi
B —¥pR, HERIECHSBERZIRDRFA—1 “KRESHHIN AR
BT, TRERXMEAFRIET —B. 5 /RE EXETHI MM E, K5

BiRE, i “RESHHAN" XMRESTHIBHEERAKS, HMN8DA
EEFMBRY BT ¢ RNPVWEIEw=BE) 7L, BEIZEN, SRAL
*, RBEAZHNBHITERT, RIOWIEMHNMNE D, HIZ—L/FS, R
NEBEMEERE, £ERS, BAXD A7, NEMEE LHUEAFERN.



BABNTEMNEERREENFNEX, RBETEXAPHLE,
BULMERKABS LW XABIMI, XAPEE—LEHELERE
HAEXRBIMHSHAMERX, +oHEARER IR,

EXBXENERRNNBRESRKIE, 2
BUARBRZIEENZIFE. BETHE
OB AR, FAEENB. S,

EIRERENENT BASIE. BARYE
BERRAEDABER, BHEARTEMN
MREEBESPRHEN T, —HE LR
NE, TEEEBFON E?ﬁﬁﬁ%il‘ﬁo,



Lead-In &
Introduction to the Film

“Death leaves a heartache no one can
heal; love leaves a memory no one
can steal.” For all is nature, for all is
life. When we are grieving for what is
already gone, usually there is a tree hole
where we leave behind our sorrow and
pleasure, as a secret or motivation that
accompanies the rest of life. This tree
hole, or a little souvenir, demonstrates
our spiritual connections to the people
or events that we cannot feel at ease...

Directed by Mark Romanek, the
2010 published film Never Let Me Go
demonstrates the protagonist Kathy's
grief and longing for the pleasant
memories of her innocence. Living
under the identity of a clone, Kathy
exhibits strong emotional connections
to the real human beings, which she is
not supposed to capture and feel. The
film depicts the clones who are going
to donate their organs in the future
and complete their life after several
donations, following Kathy's memories
chronologically. Never Let Me Go exhibits
the significance of love and friendship.
The black cassette tape, appearing
several times in the movie, symbolizes
a tree hole for Kathy, accompanying
her for the rest of her life after her best
friends gone. Yet, the cassette tape also
reveals Kathy's individual connections
to the real being’'s emotions, i
the profound emotions - love -

never leave.

Perspective and Analysis

SYMBOLISM OF THE CASSETTE TAPE

The cassette tape symbolizes the physical
and emotional connection to “real” human
beings for Kathy, the protagonist. Kathy is
a clone and not allowed to have a child in
the future. Listening to the cassette tape,
Kathy enjoys the complacent moment to
feel the warmth between the mother and
child. The maternal love, a crucial part of
our humanity, gives Kathy contentedness,
as she can approach the emotions of “real”
humans. When she listens to the cassette
tape, Kathy envisions “holding an imaginary
baby to my breast”. The imagery baby
provides her with a peaceful moment to feel

like a mother, which she would never have

opportunities to experience in the future
- she will become an organ donor to real
human beings and die for her donation.
Kathy tries to understand the song when
she hums softly “Oh baby, baby, never let
me go”. Without clear lyrics referring to
a mother’s affection for her child, Kathy
prefers to understand the lyrics as a
mother’s imploration for keeping her child.
This subjective interpretation, indeed,
indicates her belief in complex maternal
love - affection for the child yet fear of losing
the child. Kathy's interpretation breaks the
limit of the emotional bond under which a
clone is designed as a clone since a clone
does not have a mother or family. The
cassette tape with the song connects her to
e maternal love of real humans.

e cassette tape with the song also
nctions as a shelter for Kathy's
)sychological lonesomeness from the loss

of her carefree childhood and the friendship

with Tommy and Ruth back in
Hailsham. After both Tommy and
Ruth accomplished their mission as
cloned organ donors, Kathy is left with
no friends. However, this cassette
tape functions as an intimate friend
accompanying her all the time. Kathy
recounts that she “sway about slowly
in time to the song” when she plays
the cassette tape in her private room,
and “then realizes | wasn't alone”
, as sweet memories with Tommy
and Ruth flashback in her mind. The
cassette harbors her with warmth and
accompanies her through the rest of her
life. In the novel, when Tommy and Ruth
die, Kathy preserves the cassette as a
gift that “is one of my most precious
possessions” .The cassette tape with
joyful childhood memories functions as
an old friend and emotional guarding
angel till the day fate calls for her. This
tape comforts her and provides her
psychological support when she feels

lonely.

For Madame, the cassette tape, in
contrast to Kathy’'s physical and mental
dependence, symbolizes the cruel and
harsh world of cloning human beings.
Madame, though being a proponent of
cloning technology, puts her efforts into
the humanitarian treatment of cloning
students in Hailsham. Madame comes
to realize the inevitable suffering that
these cloned children bear towards
the end of their short lives when she
witnesses Kathy's reaction to the song
- feeling complacent as a mother.
During a conversation between Kathy
and Tommy, Tommy suggests that
“when she saw you dancing, holding

your baby, she was crying, and thought



it was tragic” , which reveals Madame's
sympathy towards Kathy for she cannot
enjoy a warm life with a child. Madame'’s
revelation on the cassette tape indicates
the harsh reality of cloning human
beings, separating their fates from
normal humans. The contentedness
and fancy imagination the tape
brings to Kathy contrasts starkly with
Madame’s sorrow yet sober recognition,
symbolizing the cruel and inequal

cloning world.

In a deeper sight, the cassette tape is
associated with the depth of human love
- love between friends, love of life, and
love that belongs to real human beings.
The love of friendship between Tommy
and Kathy is embodied in the process
of finding the cassette tape, which
becomes more insightful and precious
when Tommy was gone after his final
donation. In the novel, after Kathy lost
her cassette tape, Tommy tries his best
to find the tape for her. For Tommy and
Kathy, the tape is much more than their
childhood memories in Hailsham, but
a manifesto for their eternal love and
a symbol of what it means to “Never
Let [someone] Go". The cassette tape
reminds Kathy that Tommy accompanies
her through her life though he physically
has gone. The humanitarian love is
enhanced when Kathy imagines a baby
in her warm embrace while listening to
the cassette tape with the song “Never
Let Me Go” on it. This scene is touching
because in this extreme world, despite
the cursed fate of the clone children,
these children would not give up on
each other. Fate could win over pure
love and connections. Their bond relates

to words, love, trust, support, and fate,

which are documented in this cassette

tape.

THE SETTING OF CHARACTERS

In Never Let Me Go, the characters are
not usual people; instead, they are clones
who are going to become organ donators
when they grow up and finally die for their
destiny. Yet this identity can emphasize
the purpose of the work.

“There are things | am more interested in
than the clone thing,” said Kazuo Ishiguro
in an interview about his work Never Let
Me Go. For example, "How are the clone
trying to find their place and make sense
of their lives?” Ishiguro’s question about
what matters most as we move through
life sheds light on our understanding of
the depth of human love and friendship
instead of focusing on ethical controversy
over human cloning. Love and friendship
presumably are the few things that
we would not forget, even if the world
changed significantly. Our need for them
is so strong that even a flash of specific
scenes takes us to embrace those we
love. This setting tells us that no matter
what happen - even if human beings are
designed or created - we are still trying to
keep our life in its original way. Instead of
other work that shows people’s rebellions
against their identities being controlled,
Never Let Me Go demonstrates the
significance of friendship and love that we
would never let go. Probably, this is the
reason that human beings are different
from others in the nature, and the
treasure that we should keep all the time.
Though the establishment of clone is
somehow critical and cruel, concerning
on the other hand, it also highlights
the significance of our treasure - love

and friendship. The characters do not

worry about their identities neither
rebel against their fates, making
their life more peaceful and worthy.
Since their life are temporary, they
know better how to keep pleasure and
support each other until the end of life,
which is another touching theme in the

movie.

Conclusion

In Never Let Me Go, the cassette
tape symbolizes Kathy’'s physical and
emotional bonds to real human beings,
providing her space to remember a
pleasant and innocent childhood with
her best friends Tommy and Ruth.
Though these children’s fates pre-
determine them to someday donate all
their organs to a mysterious host, they
still find ways to enjoy their lives and
cherish their friends, approaching a life
that looks more similar to the lives of
“real” human beings. The humanitarian
bonds between these cloned children
cause us to contemplate: what is
the crucial and precious thing in our
transitory life? The humanity coded in
our genes is our cassette. Therefore,
whatever cruelty fate decides to play
on us, we need our “cassette” to
support us physically and emotionally.
We may have our differences, opinions,
and values towards the world, but our
humanity is the backbone of human
society. With humanity, we are not

alone in the world.

Written by Tina B{4
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